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approval for, the first two schemes sanctioned in this
country for town planning in built-up areas. On the
Health Committee the new councillor was equally
active, and he was largely responsible for the provision
which was made at that time for expectant mothers
and for ante-natal treatment generally: this work was
to a large extent carried on by voluntary clinics which
were actively supported by the Health Committee.
Those who talk about the Prime Minister's lack of
imagination and of his austerity would do well to make
themselves acquainted with his activities on the
committees of the Birmingham City Council.

The year that first saw Mr. Chamberlain a
councillor was also that of his marriage to Miss Cole,
who came from an Irish sporting family. No event
could have been more successful. Mrs. Chamberlain
from the beginning did everything in her power to
ease the burdens which began to accumulate on her
husband5s shoulders, and she has ever ensured that
he should enjoy that Paradise of the busy public man,
a restful home. She is always ready to play the part
which Mr. Chamberlain's position may require of her,
but she has never thrust herself forward, and she is
the last woman to exult in her husband's success
because of any glory it may reflect upon her. When
the full story of Mr. Chamberlain's rise to power is
written it will be surprising if one of his greatest assets
does not prove to have been his wife. "No doubt,"
she said of him at Leamington in 1930, "he would
never have gone into politics but for me."

In 1915 Mr. Chamberlain became Lord Mayor of
Birmingham, an office which had previously been held
by seven members of his family, that is to say his
father, five uncles, and a cousin. The uncles were his